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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 
Display conditions: 
Not Applicable. 
Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The book Rodeo Stud is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The book promotes and supports the use of violence to compel a person to submit to 
sexual conduct and also promotes and supports bestiality. It therefore falls under the 
deeming provisions of s3(2) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 
1993 (FVPC Act). 

Rodeo Stud is a paperback novel with a storyline based around the sexual 
relationships and encounters of a group of rodeo cowboys. It contains a detailed 
description of a rape in the form of anal penetration. The act is welcomed by the 
victim, and rationalised as necessary to further his relationship with the perpetrator. 
The book also contains a description of an act of bestiality. The incident is presented 
in a positive light as an appropriate exploit which shows the ‘manliness’ of the 
characters. These instances of rape and bestiality are presented, along with other 
explicitly sexual descriptions, for the sexual arousal of the reader. 

Section 14 of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act) guarantees the right 
to freedom of expression. Plowever, si4 does not apply to this publication because it 
has been determined that Rodeo Stud contains material which falls under the criteria 
of s3(2) of the FVPC Act. The deeming provisions of s3(2) of the FVPC Act override 
the rights and freedoms contained in si 4 of the NZBR Act. 
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